
GTiucntij-Jniit- l) Congrc 55,
Mr. Benton's Oregon Speech

In Smile, Mat 2), 1346.
JIr. Bescton ruse and addresed tie Senate as fol

lovs:
In resuming my speech on this subject, I wish to

say, 31 r. President, that the bill nut before the Sen-

ate is not the one recommended by the President of
the United States. He recommended that the sover-

eignty and jurisdiction of the United States be. exten-
ded to our Oregon territory to the same extent that
Great Britain bad extended her sovereignty and juris-
diction to the Mine country. In thi recommenda-
tion I fully concur ; and 1 venture to say, tLat if ucli
a bill was brought in, it might pass the Senate (Iear
inj oat unnecessary speeches) in as little time as it
would require to read it three times by its title. But
the Etil before the Senate is not of that character. It
goes far beyond the President's recommendation. It
proposes many tilings not found in the British act of

things implying exclusive jurisdiction and
sovereignty on us, and that to an undefined extent of
country, and under circumstances which must imme
d.ately produce hostile collisions between our agents
and the British agents on the other side of the Rocky
Mountains. I am opposed to all this; but I am not
in favor of the indefinite postponement of the bill. I
wish to see it ameuded and made conformable to the
President's recommendation. If gentlemen who have
the conduct of the measure here will bring in tuch
an amendment, and put it on its passage without
speeches, I will stop my speech until it has passed.

I will now proceed to show, as well as 1 can, the
degree and extent of our just claims beyond the Rocky
Mountains.

To understand what I mran to say, it is necessary
to recollect the geography of the country in question,
and see it presenting, as it does, three distinct ereo- -
Craphical divisions, to each of which a different claim
and a different degree of claim attaches, and which

'cannot be confounded under any one general view,
without a general mystification and total confusion of
the whole subject. The Columbia river and its valley
is one of these divisions; the islands along the coast
is" another; Frazer's river and its valley (called by
the British, New Caledonia) is the third. Under
these three divisions 1 now propose to speak of the

. country, under these divisions I have always spoken
of it; and what I have said of one part had no
application to another. When I spoke of the
great river of the West and its valley, either
by its American-nam- e of Columbia or Indian name
of Oregon, ! never intended Frazer's river and
its Valley, or Vancouver's island, or the Gulf rf

, Georgia, or Desolation Sound, or Broughton'a Arch.
When 1 speak of thsj coast and the islands, I

.do not mean' the continent and the mountain?; and
when I speak 's river or New Caledonia, I
do not mean the Columbia river. I repudiate all such
Joose nd sloveuly verbiage; and, desiring to be un
derstood according Jo my words, I go on to speak of
the country bejoud the Rocky Mountains under the
three great geographical divisions into which nature
has formed it, and to which political events have so
naturally adapted themselves.

I begin with the islands.
From the Straits of Fuca (in fact from Fngefs

Sound) to the peninsula of Alaska a distance of one
thousand miles there is a net-wo- rk of islands an
archipelago some large, some small, chequered in
together, and covering the coast to the extent of one,
two, and even three hundred miles in front of the
continent They are most of them of volcanic im-

pression, and separated from each other and the con-
tinent by deep bays, gulfs, and straits, and by long
deep chasms, to which navigators have given the
name of canals. This long chequerboard of islands,
and the waters which contain them, have been the
theatre of maritime discovery to many nations, and
especially Spanish, British, and Russian; but, except
the Russians, no nation made permanent settlements
on any of thsse islands ; and they only as low down
as latitude 50. The British and Spaniards both aban-
doned Vancouver's island after the Nootka Sound
controversy ; and from- - that time had no settlement of
any kind on the coast, or island, north of Cape Men-
docino, latitude 41 ; and the British had none any-
where. In this state of the case the question came
on between Russia, Great Britain and the United
States, in which the distinction between the islands
and the continent was acknowledged by all the powers,
and Russia excluded from the continent, and confined
to the islands, because her discoveries and settlements
were not continental, but insular. The conventions
with' Russia (British and American) of 1-- J2 1 5 were
framed upon that principle; and now I proceed to
read the instructions from our government under
which this distinction between the islands and the
continent was asserted and maintained. I read from
Mr. Adams's despatch to Mr. Middleton, July 22d,
1S23;

It never has been admitted by the various European na-
tions wbicb have formed settlements in this hemisphere,
that the occupation of an island gave any claim whatever
to territorial possessions on ihe continent to which it was
adjoining. The recognized principle has rather been the re-

verses a, by the law of nature, itlandt must rather be
considered as appuitenant to continents, than continent to
islands."

And again,' in Mr. Middletons communications to
the Russian government :

"The Russians have an establishment upon the island of
Sitka, In latitude 57 degrees 30 minutes. This fort, built id
1799, was destroyed thiee years after by the natives of the
eountiy, and in 1S04, by Mr. Liianki, who
called it New Archangel. Russia cannot, however, avail
herself of the circumstance of that possession to form a
foundation for rightt e the continent, the usage of nations

ever having established that the occupation of an isand
eou'd give right upon a neighboring continent. The prin-
ciple in, ruber, that the itlandt ouht to be considered as
appendant to the continentt than the inverse of the propos-
ition,"

These were the Instructions to our minister, under
which-w- e treated with Russia in 1021, and upon
which the conventions of that period were formed.
They establish the fact that these island in front of
the north-we- st coast were considered a separate geo-
graphica! division of the country, governed by national
law applicable to islands; and that discoveries among
them, even perfected by settlement, gave no claims
upon the continent. This i3 the way the two powers
settled with Russia. Applying the same principle to
themselves, and no discovery of Vancouver's island,
or any of the thousand islands along that coast, can
give any territorial claims on the continent. I have
considered it a cardinal error, in all the recent discus-
sions on Oregon, to bottom continental claims upon
these insular discoveries. The Spaniards, as so well
shown in the speech of the senator from New York,
Mr. Dix, were the predecessors of the British an

these discoveries; but I did not understand him as
claiming the continent out to the Rocky Mountains,
and up to 54 deg. 40 min., by virtue of these mari-
time discoveries; and I am very sure that I limited
my own sanction of his views to the tracks of the

. ships which made the discoveries. I consider Spanish
discoveries along that coast as dominant over the
British, both for priority of date and for the spirit of

, ownership in which they were made. The Spaniards
explored as masters of the country, looking after
their owrr extended and contiguous possessions, and
to which no limit had ever been placed : the British
explored in the character of adventurers, seeking new
lands in a distant region. Neither made permanent
settlements ; both abandoned ; and now, I see nothing,
either in the value or title of these islands, for the
two nations to fight about. The principle of conve-
nience and mutual good will, so magnanimously pro-
posed by the Emperor Alexander in 1S23, seems to
me to bcproperly applicable to these desolate islands,
chiefly valuable for harbors, which are often nothing
but volcanic chasms, too deep for anchorage and too
abrupt for approach. In the discussions of 1321, so
far as they were not settled, they were considered ap-
purtenant to tho continent, instead of the continent
being hejd appurtenant. to them; and the reversal of
this principle, I apprehend, has been the gre.it error
t the recent discussions, and has led to the great

.mistake in relation to Frazer's river. I dismiss the
question, then, as to this geographical division of the
irountry, wifh saving that our title to these is better
than that of the British, but that neither is perfect for
want of settlement; and that now, as proposed in
1S24, they should follow the fate of the continental
divisions in front of which they lie.

Frazer's river and its ralley, known in north-wes- t-

trn geography as, New Caledonia, is the next division
of the disputed country to which I shall ask the atten-
tion of the Senate. It is a river of about 'a thousand
miles in length, (following. its windings.) rising in
the Uocky Mountains, opposite the head of the Ünji-a-h,

or Peace river, which flows into the frozen ocean
in latitude about 70. The course of this river is
nearly north and south, rising in latitude V, flowing to
near latitude 49, and along that parallel, ltd just

north f it, to the gulf of Georgia, into which it falls
bebind Vancouver's itland. The u,per part of this
river is good for navigation ; the lower half plunging
through volcanic chasms in mountains of rock, is
wholly unnavigable for any species of craft. This
river was discovered by Sir Alexander Mackenzie in
17U3, was settled by the Northwest Company in 1Ö0G,
and soon covered by their establishments from head
to mouth. No American or Spaniard had ever left a
track upon this river or its valley. Our claim to it,
as far as I can see, rested wholly upon the treaty with
Spain of 1919; and her claim rested wholly upon
those discoveries amen? the islands, the value of
Which, as conferring claims upon the continent, it has
been my province to show in our negotiations with
Russia in 1821. At the time that we acquired the
Spanish claim to Frazer's river, it had already been
discovered twenty-si- x years by the British ; had been
settled by them for twelve years; was known by a
British name; and no Spaniard had ever made a track
on its banks. New Caledonia, or Western Caledonia,
was the name which it then bore ; and it so happens
that an American citizen, a native of Vermont, re-

spectably known to the Senators now present from
that State, and who had spent twenty years of his
life in the hyperborean regions of Northwest America,
in publishing an account of his travels and sojourn-
ing in that quarter, actually published a description
of this New Caledonia as a British province at the
very moment that we were getting if from Spain, and
without t..e least suspicion that it belonged to Spain !

I speak of Mr. David Harmon, whose journal of nine-

teen years residence between latitudes 47 and 58 in
Northwestern America, was published at Andover, in
his native State, in the year 1920, the precise year
after we had purchased this New Caledonia from the
Spaniards. I read not from the volume itself, which
is not in the library of Congress, but from the London
Quarterly Review, January number, 1822, as reprint-
ed at Boston ; article Western Caledonia.

" The descent of the Peace river through a deep cham in
the Rocky Mountains first opened a passage to the adventu-
rers above mentioned into the unexplored country behind
them, to which they r the came of New Caledonia a
name, however, which, being aheady occupied by the
Australasians, mijht advantageously be changed to that of
Western Caledonia. This passage lies in latitude 56 degrees
30 minn'es. Marknzie had crossed the Rocky chain many
yean before in latitude 54 J degrees, and descended a large
river Mr wing to the soutnwaid, named Tacoutcbe Tesse,
which be conceived tobe the Columbia ; but it is now known
to empty itself about Birch's bay of Vancouver, in latitude
49 degrees; whereas the mouth of the Columbia lies in 46
degrees 15 minutes. Another river, called the Caledonia,
(Krazer's river,) holding a parallel course to the Tacouctbe
Tesse, f Columbia.) falls lnt- - the sea near the Admiralty
Intet oi Vancouver, in latitude 48 degrees, and forms a natu-
ral boundary between, the new territoiy of Caledonia and
the United States, falling in precisely with a continued line
on the same parallel with the lake of the Wood, and leaving

bout two degrees of latituJe between it and the Columbia.
It northern boundary may be taken in latitude 57 degrees,
cloie to the southernmost of the Russian settlements. The
length, therefore, will be about 550, and the breadth, from
the mountains to the Pacific, from 333 to 350 geographical
miles.

." The whole of this vast country is in fact so intersected
with rivers and lake, that Mr. Harmon thinks one-six- th

pait of it surface may be considered as water. The largest
of the latter yet viird is named Stuut's lake, and is sup-
posed to be about 400 miles in circumference. A post has
been established on its mat gin in latitude 54 degrees 30 min.
north, longitude 125 degree west. Kifiy miles to the west-
ward of this is Frazer lake, about eighty or ninety mile
in circonufctence : here, too, a post was established in 1S06.
A third, or six'y or seventy miles in circumference, has been
named McLeod lake, on the shore of which a fort has been
built in latitude 55 degrees north, longitude 124 degrees west.
The waters of this lake fall into the Peace river; those
flowing out of the other two are supposed to empty them-
selves into the Pacific, and are probably the two riven pointed
out by Vancouver, near Point Esingi)u, as we bad occasion
to observe in a former article. The immense quanity of
salmon which annually visrt these two lakes, leave no doubt
whatever of their communication with the Pacific; an! the
absence of this 6h from McLeod's lake, makes it almost
equally certain that its outlet is not into that ocean. The
liver flowing out of Stuart's lake passes through the populous
tribes of the ho say that wbite people come
up in large boals t trade with the nation
dwelling between them and the sea,) which was fully
proved by the guns.iion pots, cloth, tar and other articles
found in their possession.

Most of the mountains of Western Caledonia are clothed
with timber tieei to their very summits, consisting princi-
pally of spruce aud other kinds of fir, birch, poplar, aspen,
cypress, and generally speaking, all those which are found
on the opposite side of the Rocky Mountains. The large
animals common to North Aonerics, such as buffalo, elk,
moose, reindeer, bears, i.e., are not numerous in this new
territory ; but there is no scarcity of the beaver, otter, wol-
verine, marten, foxes of different kinds, and the rest of the
fur animal, any more than of wolves, badgers, and pole-
cats t fowls, also, of all the descriptions found in North
America, are plentiful in Western Caledonia cranes visit
them in prodigious numbers, as do swans, buzzards, geese,
ana ducks."

This is the account given by Mr. Harmon of New
Caledonia, and given of it by hint at the exact mo-
ment that we were purchasing the Spanish title to it !

Of this Spanish title, of which the Spaniards never
heard, the narrator seems to have been as profoundly
ignorant as the Spaniards were themselves; and made
his description of New Caledonia as of a British
possession, without any n:ore reference to an adverse
title than if he had been speaking of Canada. So
much for the written description now let us look at
the map, and see how it stands there. Here is a map

a 5! 40 map which will show us the features of
the country, and the names of the settlements upon it.
Here is Frazer's river, runnins from 55 dejr. to 49 deir..
and here i a line of British posts upon it, from Fort
McLeod, at its head, to Fort Langley, at it mouth,
and from Thompson's Fork, on one side, to Stuart's
Fork, on the other. And here are clusters of British
names, imposed by the British, visible every where ;
Fort George, St. James, Simpson, Thompson, Frazer,
McLeod, Langley, and others : rivers and lakes with
the same names, and others ; and here is Deserter's
creek, so named by Mackenzie, because his guide
deserted him there in July, 1 9:3; and here is an
Indian village which he named Friendly, because the
people were the most Inendly strangers that be had
ever seen; and here another called Rascals village.
so named by Mackenzie fifty --three years ago, because
its inhabitants were the most rascally Indians he had
ever seen ; and here is the representation of that
famous boundary hne 51 40, which is supposed to be
the exact boundary of American territorial rights in
that quarter, and which happens to include the whole
of New Caledonia, except McLeod's fort, and the
half of ötuart s lake, and a spring, which is left to
the British, while we take the branch which flows
from it. This line takes in all : rivers, lakes, forts,
and villages. See how it goes ! Starting at the sea,
it gives us, by a quarter of an inch on the map, Fort
Simpson, so named after the British Governor Simp-
son, and founded by the Hudson Bay Company. Upon
what principle we take this British fort I know not
except it be on the assumption that our sacred rierht
and title being adjusted to a minute, by the aid of
these 4U minutes, so appositely determined by the
Emperor Paul's charter to a fur company in 1799, to
be on this straight line, the bad example of even a
slight deviation from it at the start should not be
allowed even to spare a British fort away up at Foint
Mclntyre, in Chatham sound. On this principle we
can understand the inclusion, by a quarter of an inch
on the mrtp, of this remote and isolated British post.
The cutting in two of Stuart's lake, which the line
does as it runs, is quite intelligible: it must be on the
principle stated in one of the fifty-four-for- ty papers,
that Great Britain should not have one drop of our
water; therefore we divide the lake, eacli taking
their own share of its drop?. The fate of two forts,
McLeod and St. James, so near to each other and to
far off from us, united all their lives, and now so
unexpectedly divided from each other by this line, is
less comprehensible ; and I cannot account for the
difference of their fates, unless it is upon the law of
uie oay or judgment, when, oi two men in the held,
one shall be taken the other left, and no man be able
to tell the reason why. All the rest of the inclusions
of British establishments which the line makes, from
the head to the mouth of Frazer's river, are intelligi-
ble enough : they turn upon the principle of all or
none ! upon the principle that every acre and every
inch, every grain of sand, drop of water, and blade
of grass in all Oregon, up to fifty-fo- ur forty, is ours !
and have it we will.

This is the country which geography and history,
five ond twenty years ago, called New Caledonia, and
treated as a British possession ; and it is the country
which an organized party among ourselves of the
present day call " the whole of Oregon or none and
every inch of which thev sav belongs to ua. Well- -
let us proceed a little further with the documents of
l3, and see what the men of that day President
Monroe and his cabinet the men who had made the
treaty with Spain by which we became the masters of
this large domain : let us proceed a little further, and
see, what Ujey thought of our title up to. fifty-fo- ur

forty. I read from the same document of 1823 :

Mr. Adamt to Mr. Middleton, July 22, 1923.
"The riht of ihe United State, from the 424 to the 49th

parailel of latitude on the Pacific ocean wt consider as un

questionable, being founde J, first, on the acquisition by the
treaty of 2 id February, 1 319, of all the lights of Spain ; se-

cond, by the discovery f the Columbia rtver, first from the
sea at its month, and theo by land by Lewis and Clarke;
and third, by the settlement at its mouth in 1S11. This ter-- .

ritory is to the U. States of an importance wbicb no possession
in Noitlj Ameiica can be vf to any European nation, not

f . ... . 1 ' f M lk, '
only as ii ii out tue continuity oi tneir poj,e3ium um
Atlantic to ine Pacific ocrao,but as it offers their inhabi-
tant the meant of establishing hereafter water communica-tio- n

from the one to the ether."
Fobtt-nin- e, Mr. President, torty-nine- ! To

THAT LINE, AD THAT FOCR TEAKS AFTER THE AC

QUISITION OF THE SrA.MSII CLAIM, AS OUR UNQUESTION

ABLE BIGHT HELD TO EXTEND ; FIFTT-OS- K WAS THE
HIGHEST DEBATABLE LINE NAMED, AND THAT NAMED
ON A PRINCIPLE KNOWN TO BE E&RONEOCS, AND BEAUT
TO BE GIVEN CP.

Again:
Mr. Adamt to Mr. Ruth. Same date.

"By tbe treaty of amity, settlement, and limits between
the United States and Spain, of 324 February, 1S19, the
boundary line between them was fixed at tbe forty-seco- nd

decree of latitude, from tbe source of the Arkansas rir to
the Sjuth Sea. lly which treaty the United S'.atea acquued
all tbe rights of Spain north of that parallel.

1 ne right of the United States to the Columbia river, ant
to the interior territory washed by its wateis, rests upon its
discovery from the sea and nomination by a citizen of the
United Mates: upon its exploration to the sea, maJe by
Captains Lewis and Clarke ; upon the settlement of Astoria,
made under the protection of tbe Lmted States, and thus re-

stored lo them io ISIS i and upon this subsequent acquisi-
tion of all the rights of Spain, the only European power
mho, pr.or to the Oiscovery of tbe river, bad any pretensions
to tenitorial rights on tbe northwest coast of America.

Tbe waters of tbe Columbia livtr extend, by the Mult
nomah, to the 42d degree of latitude, where its source ap-
proaches within a few miles of those of the Platte and Ar-

kansas i and by Claikc' liver to the 50th or 51st decrees of
latitude; thence descending southward, till its sources al-

most intersect those of the Missouri.
"To the teriitory thus watered, aud immediately contigu

ous to the original possessions of the United States, as first
bounded on the Mississippi, tbey consider their right to be
now established by all the principles winch have ever been
applied to European settlements, upon the Ameiican hernis-
pheie."

This is an extract of great value, and is an am-

plification and development of the principle laid down
in the extract just read. It recites the Spanish treaty
of 1919, and claims nothing under it beyond the Co
lumbia and its valley. To this our title is alleged to
be complete on American grounds, independent of the
treaty, namely, discovery, settlement, and colon iz --

lion by Mr. Astor under the protection of the United
States.

Again :

Mr. Adams to Mr. Rush. Same derpatch.
"It the British Northwest and IIudon Bay companies have

any posts on the coat, as suggested in the article in the
Quarteily Review above cited, the third article of the con-

vention of the 20th of October, ISIS, is applicable to them.
Mr. Middleton is authorized to propose an article of similar
import, to be inserted in a joint convention between the
United States, Great Britain, and Russia, for a term often
years from its signature. You are authorized to make the
same proposal tu the British Government t and, with a view
to draw a definite line of demarcation for the future, to stip-
ulate that do settlement shall hereafter be made on the
northwest coast, or on any of the inlands thertt i adjoining,
by Russian subjects, scuth of latitude 55; by ci'izcus of the
United State north of latitude 51 ; or by Biiibh subjects
either south of 51 or north of 55.

"I mention the latitude of 51, as the bound witliin which
we are willing o limit Ihe future settlement of the United
States, because it if not to be doub'ed that the Columbia
liver blanches tJ far ooith as öl, although it is most pruoa
biy not the Taconecbee Tesse of Mackenzie. As, howev
er, the line already tuns in latitude 49 to the Slony moun
tains, should it be earnestly inshtei upon by Gieat Britain,
we will consent to carry it in continuance, on the same par
allel to the tea. Copies of thi instruction will likewise be
forwarded to Mr. Middleton, with whom you will fieely but
cautiously correspond on this subject, as well as in regaid to
your negotiation respecting tbe suppression of the slave
tiade."

Four things must strike the attention in this ex-

tract: 1. The offer of a partnership to the Emperor
Alexander, which he wisely refused. 2. The offer of
the same to Great Britain, which she sagaciously ac-

cepted. 3. The offer of 55 to Great Britain as her
permanent northern boundary. 4. The offer of 51 to
her as a permanent southern boundary, and its offer
on a principle not valid, with the alternative to fall
back upon the line of 4'J. The British, w ho know oil
this, and a great deal more, must be astonished at
our fifty-fo- ur forty war fever of to-d- ay !

Again :

Mr. Rush to Mr. Adams.
LoKDOir, December 22, 1S23.

"In an interview I had with Mr. CanningMat week, I
made known to him, as preparatoiy to the negotiation, the
views of our government relative to the noithwest coast of
America. These, as you know, are i

"First. That as regards the country westwaid of the
Rocky Mountains, the three powers, viz t Great Biitain.the
United States, and Russia, should jointly agiee to a conven-
tion, to be in force ten years, similar in its nature to the
third article of the convention of October, ISIS, now sub-

sisting between the two former powers ; and, secondly, that
the United States would stipulate not to make any settle-
ments on that coast notth of the fifty-fir- st degree of latitude
provided Great Britain would stipulate not to make any south
of 51 degrees or nor h of 55 degrees, and Russia not to
make any south of 55 degrees.

"Mr. Canning expressed no opinion on the above proposi-
tions further than to bint, under his first impression, strong
oljections to tbe one which goes to limit Great Britain notth-wai- ds

to 65 degrees. His otject in wishing to learn from
me our propositions at this point of time, was, as I under-Stoo- d,

that be might better write to Sir Charles Bagot on tbe
whole subject to which they relate."

Again :

Same to same, December 19, 1323.
"And secondly, that tbe United States were willing to

stipulate to make no settlements north of the 51st degree of
noith latitude on that coast, provided breat Bntain stipulated
to make none south of 61 or north of 55 j aud Huskia to
make none south of 55."

Again :
Same to same, same date.

"That they (the United States) were willing, however,
waiving for tbe present the full advantage of these claims,
to forbear all settlements north of 51, as that limit might be
sufficient to give them the benefit of all the waters of the
Columbia river; but that they would expect Great Biitain
to abstain from coming south of that limit or going above
55; the latter parallel being taken as that beyond which it
was not imagined that she bad any actual setllemeuts."

On Friday, Ir. President, I read one passage from
the documents of 1823, to let you see that fifty-fo- ur

forty (for that is the true reading of fifty-fiv- e) had
been offered to Great Britain for her northern boun-
dary ; to-da- y, I read you six passages from the same
documents to show the same thing. And let me re-

mark once more the remark will bear eternal repeti-
tion these offers were made by the men who had
acquired the Spanish title to Oregon ; and who must
be presumed to know as much about it as those whose
acquaintance with Oregon dates from the epoch of
the Baltimore convention whose love for it dates
from the area of its promulgation as a party watch-
word whose knowledge of it extends to the lumi-

nous pages of Mr. Greenhow's book !

Six times Mr. Monroe and his cabinet renounced
Frazer's river and its valley, and left it to the British.
They did so on the intelligible principle that the Brit-

ish had discovered it, and settled it, and were in the
actual possession of it when we got the Spanish
claim ; which claim Spain never made ! Upon this
principle New Caledonia was left to the British in
1823. Upon what principle is it claimed now ?

This is what Mr. Monroe and his cabinet thought
of our title to the whole of Oregon or none, in the
year 1823. They took neither branch of this proposi-
tion. They did not go for all or none, but for some !

They took some, and left some ; and they divided by
a lino right in itself, and convenient in itself, and
mutually suitable to each parly. This President and
his cabinet carry their unquestionable right" to Ore-

gon as far as forty-nin- e and no further. This is ex-

actly what was done six years before. Mr. Gallatin
and Mr. Rush offered the same line as being the con-

tinuation of the line of Utrecht, (describing it by that
name in their despatch cf Octobr 2(lth, 1818,) and as
covering the valley of the Columbia river, to which
t'ney allcdged our title to be indisputable. Mr. Jef-
ferson had offered the same line in 1807. All these
offers leave leave Frazer's river and its valley to the
British, because they discovered and settled it. All
these offers hold on to the Columbia river and its val-

ley, becauae we discovered and settled it ; and all
these offers let the principle of contiguity or continui-
ty work equally on the British as on the American

rside of the line of Utrecht. 5?

. This is what the statesmen did who made the ac-

quisition of the Spanish claim to Oregon iti 1619. In
four years afterwards they had freely offered all north
cf forty-nin- e to Great Britain ; and no one ever
thought of arraigning them for it. Most of these
statesmen have goae through fiery trials since, and
been fiercely assailed on all the deeds of their lives ;

but I never heard of one of them being called to ac-

count, much less lose an election, for the part he acted
in offering forty-nin- e to Great Britain in 1823, or at
any other time. For my part, I thought they were
right then, I think so now ; I was Senator then as I
am now. I thought with them that New Caledonia

belonged to the British ; and thinking no stall, and
acting upon the first half of the great maxim ask
nothing but what is fight I shall. not ask them for it,
much less fight them for it now.

I come now to the third geographical division of
the contested country, purposely reserved for the last,
because it furnishes the subject for the application of
the second half of the great maxim submit to noth- -

that is I to the riverinjr wrong. come Columbia,. . . . - r .
and its vast ana magmnccm vauey. l once made a
description of it, with an anathema against its aliena
tion. 1 described it by metes and bounds by marks
and features and then wrote its name in its face.
Tbe fifty-fo- ur forties got hold of my description
rubbed out the name obliterated the feature ex
panded the boundaries took in New Caledonia, and
all the rivers, lakes, bays, sound?, islands, Valley,
torts, and settlements, all ilie way up to tmy-io- ur

forty ! and then turned my own anathema against my-

self, because their minds could not apply words to
things. Well ! I take no offence at this. There are
some neonle too simnle to cet artrrv with. All we14 I C O
dtf with them in the West, is to have them "cut for
the simples," after which they are cured. They can
perform this operation lor themselves, or nave it cone.
If by themselves, all they have to do is to rub their
eyes, and read again ; if by others, the operator must
read, and caution the listening patient to stick the
word to the thing.

The valley ot the Columbia is ours : ours by dis
covery, by settlement, and by the treaty of Utrecht !

and has too often, been so admitted to urcat Uruain
to admit to her disputing it now. I do not plead her
title to that great country. I did that twenty years
ajyo, when there were few to repeat or applaud
what I said. I passed the ground which I trod so
lonj asro, and which has been ogam so much trodden
of late and take up the question at a fresh place the
admissions of Great Britain! and show that she has
concluded by her own acts and words from ever set
ting up any claim to the river and valley ot the Co
lumbia, or to any part of the territory south of the
4Uth degree.

I begin with Mr. Astor's settlement on the Colum
bia, and rest upon it as a corner-ston- e in this new ed
ifice of argument against Great Britain. "What was
that settlement ! Not a mere trading post, for tem
porary traffic, down in a corner, and without the know
ledire of nations, or the sanction of his own govern
ment. On the contrary, it was the foundation of a
colony, and the occupation of the whole valley of the
Columbia, and the establishment ot a commercial
emporium, of which the mouth of the river was the
seat, and the Rocky mountains on one hand and east
ern Asia on the other were the outposts. Great Brit
ain saw it without objection the United States with
approbation ; and every circumstance which proclaim
ed and legitimated a national undertaking signalized
and commemorated its commencement, existence, and
overthrow.

It was in the year 1910 four years after the re

turn of Lewis and Clarke 8 expedition that inr.
Astor, with the enlarged and comprehensive views of
a ,l merchant prince," projected from the eastern
6hore of the Atlantic this great establishment on the
eastern coast of the Taciric ocean. A ship command-
ed by an officer of the United States navy, freighted
with everything necessary for the foundation of a
colony, sailed from New York to double Cape Horn: I

an overland expedition of ninety men, led by a gen-
tleman of New Jersey, proceeded from St. Louis to
cross the Rocky mountains. In the spring of 1311,
the two expeditions met at the month of the Colum-

bia, and immediately proceeded to fulfil the intentions
oi me doiu projector oi uie enterprise. ASiona was
founded : its dependent posts, the Okenakan, was es-

tablished six hundred miles up the river: the Spoken,
another dependent, was established two hundred miles
higher up, and at the base of the mountains: a third,
the Wahlamath, was established upon the river of that
name, 250 miles southeast of Astoria. Parties of
traders and hunters covered all the waters of the Co-

lumbia river from head to mouth ; fleets of batteaus,
carrying up merchandise and bringing down furs, had
their regular arrival and departure from Astoria.
Two more ships arrived from New York. Canton,
the Sandwich islands, New Archangel, the const of
California, were visited by Mr. Astor s ebips. The
Tacific Fur Company was in full tide of success.
Astoria became the centre of an extended trade ; her
name became known to the world. This was notice
to the world that an American colony was being
founded on the Columbia, and no power in the wide
world objected to it. It was before the Spanish
treaty of 1319, and Spain did not object. It was af-

ter all the pretended claims of Great Britain, as now
set up, and she did not object. Special notice had
previously been given to the minister of Great Brit-

ain, and he had nothing to say against it. Special
notice had already been given to the Northwest Com-

pany, and they invited to join in the enterprise as
traders, which they refused to do, because it was
an American enterprise. Far from objecting to the
settlement, they sent a special agent across the con-

tinent to stipulate with Mr. Astor's agents that they
should confine themselves to the valley of the Colum-
bia, which arrangement was made. Special notice
was given to our government, its sanction obtained,
and its protection solicited; and if protection, in the
full sense of the word, was not promised, it was be-

cause it was felt to be impossible to send troops and
ships there, in the event of the war, to prevent its
falling into the hands of the British ; but that it was
to be protected, in the general sense of the word, was
promised, as was proved at Ghent when peace came

i to be made.
Two years passed off this way; Great Britain

made no objection ; her agent, the northwest Company,
agreed to our occupation of the whole valley ; and

under these circumstances, becomes an ad-

mission of American title which forever closes the
mouth of Great Britain.

In this manner the Columbia was settled by Mr.
Astor; in this manner it was held by him for two
years. Now for the manner in which it fell into the
hands of Great Britain. Two years had elapsed from
the time of the foundation of Astoria, when intelli-
gence arrived at that place with the news of war be-

tween the United States and Great Britain, and in-

formation of a departure of a ship of war from Lon-
don to join the squadron under Commodore Hillyar, in
the Facific ocean, and proceed to capture Astoria as
an important American colony. At the same time
time several partners of the Northwest Company ar-
rived at Astoria, confirmed the information of the
British designs on the post, and offered to purchase all
the stock on hand, goods and furs, of Mr. Astor, as
the only means of preventing them from becoming a
prize to a British squadron. The agents of Mr. As-

tor sold under his duresse, receiving the fourth or
fifth part of what the property was worth. Soon after
a ship of war from Commodore Hillyar's squadron ar-

rived, took possession of the post without opposition,
but with all the formalities of a British conquest, and
with great chagrin to the officers at the loss of their
expected booty. This is the manner in which the
British cot possession of Astoria, and with it the
whole valley of the Columbia. As a British conqnest
they took it; as such they agreed to restore it under
the treaty of Ghent. And thus, as the settlement of
Astoria, and the occupation of the whole valley of
the Columbia, the British government, by its silent
acquiescence, admitted our unquestionable right to iL
By seizing it as a British conquest, they admitted our
right again. By agreeing to restore it under the
treaty of Ghent, they admitted it a third time three
times in five years ; and this ought to be enough, in
all conscience, to preclude present claims, founded on
previous stale and vague pretensions.

Now for the proof of all that I have said.
I happen to have in my possession the book, of all

others, which gives the fullest and most authentic
details on all the points I have' mentioned, and
written at a time and under circumstances when the
author (himself a British subject, and familiar on the
Columbia) had no more idea that the British would
lay claim to that river than Mr. Harmon, the Ameri-
can writer whom I quoted, ever thought of our claim-
ing New Caledonia. It is the work of Mr. Fran-cler- e,

a gentleman of Montreal, with whom I had
the pleasure to be personally acquainted, and one of
those employed by Mr. ABtor in founding his colony.
He was at the founding of Astoria; at the sale to the
Northwest Company; saw the place seized as a
British conquest; and remained three years after-ward- -t

in the country, in the service of the Northwest
Company. He wrote tn French; his work has not
been done into English, though it well deserves it,
and I read it from the French text. He first gives
a brief and true account of the discovery of tbe
Columbia. lie says :

u In 1792, Captain Gray, commanded the ship Columbia of
Botton, discovered the entrance of a Urge bay in 45 degrees
19 minutes of noith latitude. He entered it; and finding,
by tbe fresh water which he found at a little distance fiom
its moutb, that it was a Urge river, be ascended it eighteen

miles, and east anchor upon the left bank, at tbe entrance of
a deep bay. Uetheiediew up a chart of what be hid dis-

covered of this liver and of the neighboring country ; and,
after navine trafficked with the natives, line orject wr
which he came noon these coasts.) be retained the sea ; and
soon after met Captain Vancouver, who was sailing under the
orders of tbe Britiit. government in search of discoveries.
laDtain Grar made known to him the disco very write a ne
bad made, and even communicated the chart of it which J

had drawn nr. Vancouver stnt f first lieutenant, Bfongh-- 1

ton, who ascended the river IIS mites took possession of it

Columbia, and to the bay where Giay bad stopped, the name
of Gray's bay. Since this period the country cat dccq mucn
frequented, especially by Americans.

This brief and plain account of the discovery of
the Columbia is valuable for showing : first, that we
discovered the river ; secondly, that we showed it to
British navigators ; and, thirdly, that one of those to
whom we showed it immediately claimed it as Brit-
ish property. We shall s'on aee that the British
government, or its agents in thes parts, the North
west Company, gave no attention to this claim ot iUr.
Brouhton, so little creditable to his candor and jus-- o

... , ,
tice. Vancouver, like a man ot honor, never Claimed
Cant. Gray's discovery, but assigned to him the en
tire credit of it, with thanks for his communication of
it to himself.

The design of Mr. Astor's establishment is thus
spoken of: ,

Mr. John Jacob Astor, tneichant of New York, who car
ried on alone tbe trade in furs to tbe south of tbe great
Lakes Huron and Superior, and who bad acquired by this
commerce a prodigious fortune, believed be could yet aug
ment this fortune by forming, on the banks of the Columbia,
an establishment, of which tbe entrepot shonld be at its
mouth. He communicated his views to the agents of the
Noithwest Company; he wished even to make this estab-
lishment in conceit with them t but, after some negotiations,
the wintering partners (let proprietairet kivemantt) having
rejected bis propositions, Mr. Astor determined to nuke the
atter-ip- t alone. It was essential to his success that he
should have persons along accustomed to trade with the In-

dians, and he did not delay to find them. Mr. Alex
ander McKay, (tbe same who accompanied Sir Alexander
Mackenzie in h s voyages.) a man bold and enterprising,
joined him ; and, soon after, Messrs. Duncan, McDougall,
Donald Mackenzie, (heretotore in the service of the North-
west Company,) David Stuart, and Robert Stuart, all of
Canada, did the same. Finally, in the winter of 1810, Mr.
Wilson Piice Hunt, of St. Louis, on tbe Mississippi, having
also joined them, they determined that the expedition should
take place the following spring."

This shows a direct communication of Mr. Astor's
design to the Northwest Company, and of their refu-
sal to act in concert with him, because of the Amer-
ican character of the' enterprise; also the reason why
he employed many Canadians in his service. It was
for the sake of having experienced traders to assist in
conducting his business. It shows also that, among
other Canadian gentlemen, he had employed Mr. Al-

exander McKay, the faithful Companion of Sir Alex
ander Mackenzie in his expedition to the Pacific ocean
in 1793. This gentleman knew where Mackenzie's
discoveries were, and whether Mr. Astor was about
to trespass upon them. This, then, waa the time to
speak: on the contrary, the companion of Mackenzie
goes on to assist in laying the fonudation of the Amer-
ican colony on the Colurr.bia !

Mr. Franchire proceeds:
"It is well to state that, duiing our sojiurn in New York,

and before leaving that city, Mr. McKay, believed I. would
be prudent to see Mr. Jackson the minister plenipotentiary
of his Britannic Majesty, in order to inform him of the ob
ject for which he was about to embark, and to ask his advice

. . m . i i ... ii .

a to what be should do in case oi a rupture Dfiwcen me
two power intimmtiog lo him that we were all British sub
jects, and that we were goir.g to trade under the American
nig. After some moments reflection, Mr. Jackson said to
him that we aie going to form a mercantile establish
ment at the risk of our hrest that all be could promise
was. that ia ca of a war between trie two powers, we
should be respected as British subject and traders. This an-

swer appeared satisfactory, and Mr. McKay believed he had
tothtnjmore to fea- - fiom that quarter."

This was in the year 1810 seventeen years after
the discoveries of Mackenzie, and eight years after
Mr. Broughton took possession of the Columbia in the
name of his Britannic majesty ; and at this time the
minister of Great Britain, on a special communica
tion made to him of Mr. Astor's design to occupy the
Columbia, has not a word to say against it. Up to
that time it had not occurred to the Lritish govern
ment that the Columbia river was theirs.

( Concluded in our next.)

The Gulf Squadron.
The precise position of the Gulf Squadron, at every

moment, is becoming more and more interesting. At
our last accounts the frigates Cumberland and Toto--

mac, and the sloop of war John Adams, were at Ten
sacola. The brigs Somcrs and Lawrence were off the
K10 urande.

The rest of the vessels, comprising the Gulf Squad
ron, have been dispersed to the various points where
they can render the best service in blockading.

The steamer Mississippi, the frirrate Raritan and
the sloop Falmouth, are at Vera Cruz, being in the
aggregate a force of eighty-fou- r guns and about nine
hundred men and officers.

The St Marys, 22 guns is ofFTampico.
The John Adams, now at Fensacola, will fill up

with water and provisions and return for service on
the coast.

It is presumed that the brigSomers will be station-
ed off the mouth of some of the rivers, perhaps the
Alvarado.

The Lawrence will remain off the Rio Grande,
where she has been at anchor for the last fifty days.

The Porpoise is supposed to be stilf at St. Domingo.
Such is the present and prospective disposition of

the Squadron, according to current report. It is not
believed the Squadron, as at present constituted, will
attempt any offensive operations beyond a blockade.
The whole force concentrated is deemed altogether
inadequate to a successful attack on the defences of
Vera Cruz. Not one of the vessels can pass the bar
of Tampico. No person would deem it advisable to
attempt to carry that place in open boats, unsuppor-
ted by battery. A fleet of gun boats or armed vessels
of light draught would be absolutely necessary.

The following is said to be a correct statement of
the whole naval force in the Gulf :

Class. Guns. Creie.
Three Frigates, 15G 1440
Three Sloops, 6G C00
One Steamer, 10 235
One Steamer, 10 10G

Three Brigs, 30 240

Eleven vessels, 292 2G31

The aggregate of the crews of these vessels is full
one-thir- d of our whole naval force, as restricted by
law to 7.500 seaman, etc.. and it is obvious that eleven
vessels is a force quite inadequate for the service of
the trulf unaer present exigencies.

Teoclamatiox of Blockade. In virtue of authori-
ty vested in me by the Government of the United
States of America, I hereby declare the Torts of Vera
Cruz, Alvarado, Tampico and Matamoras, in the Re-

public of Mexico, to be in a state of rigorous Block-
ade by the ships and vessels under my command.

The blockade will be extended to the remaining
Ports and Rivers of that Republic on the Gulf of Mex-
ico, as soon as circumstances will permitof which
due notice will be given.

This Proclamation is made for the information of all
concerned ; and a copy of the Instructions given to
the Elockading Squadron, is annexed.

Given under my band this fourteenth day of May,
A. D. 184G, on board the U. S. ship Cumberland, off
Brazos Santiago.

(Signed) D. CONNER,
Commanding U. S. Home Squadron.

Or Instructions tobe observed by the officers com-

manding vessels of the Home Squadron, in enforcing
the Blockade of Torts of the east coast of Mexico :

1st. No iieutral vessel proceeding towards the en-

trance of the blockaded port 6hall be captured or de-

tained, if she shall not previously have received from
one of the Blockading Squadron a special nolification
of the existence of the blockade. This notification
shall be moreover inserted in writing on the muster-ro- ll

of the neutral vessel by the cruizer which meets
her, and it shall contain the announcement together
with statements of the day and the latitude in which
it was made.

2d. Neutral vessels which may be already in the
Tort before the blockade of it, shall have full liberty
to depart, with or without cargo, during fifteen days
after that upon which the blockade is established.

3d. The Torts of Vera Crux and Tampico will re-

main entirely free for the entrance and departure of
neutral ial mail packets.

Mexican boats engaged exclusively in fishing on
any part of the coast, will be allowed to pursue their
labors unmolested.

In its present political condition, the flag of Yuca-

tan is lo bo respected.
(Signed) D.CONNER,

Commanding Home Squadron. -

U. S. ship Cumberland, off Brazos Santiago, May
14,1946.
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XEiYS' FIlO.lI MEXICO.
Blockade of Vera Cruz More Re&Ktt More Pro--

nunciamenlcslnlrigutt of those vho have place,
to retain it Plots among those vho hate nU, to
obtain it Lsv tlate of public moral in high places

i-- The War continued, tjr.
l"! "c l,wOrleans front era Cruz, we have news from the latter

place lo the 25th ult It IS important. The WT il
to be continued. Mexico will do her best.

The Louisiana sailed in companN with the Helen
McLeod, leaving no American vessel in port. Tha brij
I'etersDurgn, ur ntw Kork, got away on b 20tb.

The blockade of the port of Vera Cruz commenced on
the 20th. Fifteen days were allowed to all neutral
vessels in port to load and depart.

By orders from the Mexican government the American
Consul's office waa to be closed, and he and all American
citizens were to Iksts by tho 2Hh. On that day tlve
Consul expected to go on board tbe steam frigate Missis-
sippi. This frigate and the Raritan were at anchor oft
Vera Cruz on the 25th, and the sloop ot war FalmouUs
was lying off the port.

On the 20th newi'reached Vera Cruz that Mazatlaa
and Tepie bad pronounced in favor of Santa Anna,
(jcn. Alvarez was still carrying on his hostils operations
in the south part of the department of Mexico.

A report was in circulation that Gen. Pa re des intended
to leave the city of Mexico at the bead of mora troops
to reinforce the army of the North.

The animosity existing against the Americans has
been violently increased by the news of the two actions
oi tne cm and mil ult.

Tbe enormous forced loans which the government bad
m posed upon the rlersy, the latter had declared itself

totally unable to meet. The Metropolitan church was
ordered to furnish a subsidy of $93,000 per month ; the
church of Michoacan $35,000 of Toebla $40,000 f
uuadalajsra 5 JJ.UOU ot Uurango $15,000, and ot Oajaea
33,Uvu. itiese great sums per month show that the
President is determined to prosecute the war with energy.
lie win never De able to collect such loans.

Signor Gomez Fartos, so well known here, bag beea
arrested by the Government.

Gen. Almonte has made a formal resignation of Lis
mission to France.

In regard to the reports as to Faredes nutting himself
at the head of the aimv, El RepullUano savi it ia un
certain whether he will repair to the Rio Grande or to

era Cruz, but that he will leave the capital as toon as
Congress assembles.

rull accounts of the disastrous actions of the 6th and
9lh had reachad the capital, and appeared in the official
journal. They are more accurate by far than Mexican
bulletins generally, and do credit to Arista. The news
was reeeived with profound regret, but with an apparent
determination to fight the war out.

They claim positively that the number of the killed
and wounded on the part of the Americans was more
considerable than that of the Mexicans. Gen. Arista
sets down the force of the Mexicans in the action of the
8th at 3000 men and twelve pieces ot artillery; our nnm- -
Ders are stated to have been JÜOO men, more or less, with
great superiority in artillery. The destruction by our
artillery is represented to have been severe. Over 3000
shots are said to have been fired at the Mexicans by our
artillery, between 2 o'clock, P. M., and 7 in the evening,
when the battle closed. Ihe Mexicans in the same time
discharged 750 shots from their artillery. The Mexican
loss on nie ein is set down at 3o2 killed, wounded, and
missing and they claim to have retained possession of
the field of battle.

We have not the description of the action of the 9th
by Gen. Arista, but we have by a journal friendly to
him. His position is represented to have been gallantly
forced, notwithstanding the repeated charges of the Mex-
ican cavalry, the lust of which was headed by Arista in
person, and during which thev actually "cut to pieces
two entire companies of the Americans." The loss or
the Americans is stilly represented as superior to that of
the Mexicans.

The papers make very patriotic appeals to all good
citizens. to come

-
up

.
to the

. le&cue.. .
of the

.
country.

. .
veo
.El nepuoucano claims that "the 1'resident is making

and will make new efforts, as great as the emergency re
quires." It urges all to make the sacrifices which will
be demanded, and appeals to the Congress about to be
assembled to sustain the war at every possible baaard.
It recommends the putting aside of personal distentions,
and denounces those who would resort to foreign inter-
vention to bring about a peace.

1 Republican praises Arista for the personal gallantry
he displayed in action, and yet hopes to see his name
associated with victories. " The General who has fought
valiantly with the foreign enemies of his country, has a
solid title to the love of his fellow citizens."

In regard to the loan attempted to be raised from the
clergy of Mexico, we have the official letter of tho Min-
ister of the Treasury, Senor Iturbe, dated the 13lh, before
tbe news of the actions of the 8th and 9ih could have
been received. It sets forth the grievous necessity of
money for the war, and urges the duty of the clergy to
submit to the hardships forced npon all by the national
calamities. II tells tbe Archbishop that the Govern-
ment has appropriated all revenues whieh were mort-gnge- d,

suspending without exception all payments to its
creditors; that it withheld a fourth part of the salaries of
its employees; that all classes were called upon to make
sacrifices, and the clergy must not be exempt. He then
calls for a loan of $2 400.000, payable in twelve monthly
instalments, commencing the 30th June. The Arch-
bishop is called upon to partition the loan among the
various bodies of tho clergy. On the 15lh the Arch-
bishop replied that ha bad summoned an ecclesiastie
convention to meet that morning, before whom tbe
matter would belaid; and that he would to
the extent of bis powers "in a war in which were at
stake the two precious objects of Mexicans, its indepen-
dence and its religion."

The next we learn of the loan is the announcement in
El Republicano, of the 21st, that the Metropolitan
churches could not contribute the $03,000 a month
allotted to them, as the total of their revenues will fall
short of that sum. Tbe same paper states that the col-

lection of such sums as are assigned to the other churches
is utterly impracticable in tbe present ruinous state of
tithes and the general depreciation of ecclesiastical pro-

perty. This disappointment will prove, according to all
accounts, very injurious to the Government. The wealth
of the clergy had been relied upon as the ultimate re-

source of the Government in its emergencies. Whether
the disappointment will be total, however, wo are too
litt! informed to pronounce. If it be, it will prove fatal
to the administration of Faredes.

The garrison of Tepie had pronounced against the
government, but according to the Diaria it had marched
directly into Sinaloa, because Ihe citizens of Tepie had
refused to take part in the movement. Tepie is a town
in Gaudaljiara. onlv a few miles from the port of San
Bias. As the report of an insurrection at Mazatlan
reached us at the same time as the action at the garrison
at San Bias, we infer that the movement was a concerted
one, and that a formidable rebellion may reasonably be
expected in Sonora.

The disturbances in the south of Mexico are attributed
by the different journals to different causes. According
to some it is but a war of castes; according toothers,
the gritaa- - for federalism and Santa Anna. Many have
been arrested on suspicion of being implicated in toe dis-

sensions, and that they are of a very grave nature, thero
can be no doubt. That it is connected with some gen-
eral plan which is by degrees developing itself in those
Depailments of Mexico lying on the Tacific, we think is
a reasonable conclusion. Of the nature of it, the Mexi-
can papers leave us in the dark. The seizure of ti
armament which was destined for California, was
doubt one of the ramifications of extensive combinations.

In the papers of the 21st May is announced tbe arrest
of six eminent citizens of Mexico, with a view to an ex-

amination of their private correspondence by the Govern-
ment. The measure is denounced as a tyrannical one in
itself, snd particularly in a time when tbe Government
should strive to conciliate the sympathies of all classes.
The papers of an earlier date contain the names of tbe
rartics suspended and arrested, or ordered to be arrested,

correspondence of Alvarez had led to many
of these arrests. Ve cannot pretend to give the names
of the parties, but the number of them proves the extent
of the dissatisfaction with the administration.

Letters have been received in Mexico from Cbihuahoa
announcing that two American officers had presented
themselves near a presidial garrison several leagues from
the city of Chihuahua, and having encountered a solcier
of the garrison, they obtained from him a minute account
of the force which was maintained there, and how many
inhabitants and soldiers could be drawn from the Depart-
ment to defend the city. Upon leaving him tbey made
him a gratuity, and announced tbst tbey would return io
a few days with a strong force. We find these details in
El Republicano.

La Vox de Michoacan says that Gen. Hernandez did
actually attempt to revolutionize that Department under
orders from Gen. Alvarez, but that he failed and was taken
prisoner, and sent to Mexico. The previous report was
that ha was convinced of his error and had voluntarily
given in his adhesion to the Central Government.

Naval. The three schooners purchased by Com-
modore Terry, for the government, viz, the Petrel,
Barita and Reefer to be commanded by commanders
Turviance, Shaw and Stcrrett were on Friday trans-
ferred to Commodore Stringham, of the Navy Yard,
to be fitted immediately for Bervice. The two steam-
ers of war also are tmder rapid equipment, for the
same service ; they are to be commanded by Comman-
ders Tattnol and Sands.

The Sun says that Capt. Isaac McKeever is said to
have been appointed to supersede the present comman-
der of the Navy Yard at Brooklyn.

The sloop of war Albany will be ready to launch
next Saturday. She is said to be one of the most
beautiful models ever constructed in the navy.

The frigates Cumberland and Totomac arrrved at
Tenracola on Friday week last. Officers and crew all
well. V. V. Acte, 1


